Washington, D.C. Fly In 
September 22-23, 2026

AIC: The Atchafalaya Intracoastal Coalition (AIC) promotes economic development in St. Mary Parish and the surrounding area, bringing together industry and business leaders to solve common problems and advance sound business practices across the region.
COLAB: COLAB is the regional economic development organization serving the Bayou Region, working to strengthen the business climate and grow the economy across Assumption, Lafourche, St. Mary, and Terrebonne Parishes. Learn more at bayouregion.com.
SCIA: South Central Industrial Association (SCIA) represents over 250 companies and 250,000 employees serving the oil, gas, and marine industries. SCIA advocates for American offshore energy production, levee protection, infrastructure, workforce development, and coastal restoration.
LMOGA: The Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Association (LMOGA), founded in 1923, is a trade association representing all sectors of the oil and gas industry operating in Louisiana and the Gulf of America, including exploration, production, refining, transportation, and marketing.
Bayou Region representatives are in Washington to raise the most urgent needs facing our communities: a robust offshore energy industry, flood insurance reform, and workforce development. The offshore energy industry drives our regional economy, which depends on a trained workforce who desperately needs flood insurance reform for affordable housing. All three strengthen an industry that supplies energy the rest of the country and globe depends on.
1. Energy:
· Background: The Gulf of America (GOA) produces nearly all the nation's offshore oil and natural gas and supplies roughly 15 percent of America's domestic crude oil. The Bayou Region built this industry and keeps it running, from Port Fourchon's deepwater operations to the shipyards building the next generation of vessels for the U.S. military. Energy independence is national security, and offshore energy is a long-term business. The leasing and investment decisions made today determine the energy America has access to tomorrow, and offshore basins need continual access to new acreage as existing fields naturally deplete.
· Request: Support policies that continue to encourage investment and growth in the GOA, including the Department of Interior's Five-Year Plan to expand offshore leasing access and encourage exploration and new production. A predictable leasing program means high-paying jobs, revenue for taxpayers, and a more secure, affordable, and reliable energy future for every American.
· Port Priorities
· Port Fourchon: 
· Direct USACE to expedite permitting for Fourchon Island development.
· Ensure Phase 2 channel deepening authorization is included in WRDA 2028.
· Provide technical assistance for regulatory compliance.
· Support the Argent LNG project through the FERC process.
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· Port of Morgan City: 
Continue to maintain the Federally Authorized Channel Atchafalaya River and Bayous Chene, Boeuf, and Black at its authorized 20’ depth by 400’ width to support delivery of LNG and oil and gas projects and supplies
· Port of Terrebonne Parish
Support "New Start" designation for the deepening the Houma Navigational Canal project. We have requested Senator Kennedy to include the request on the Senate Appropriations Committee agenda.

2. Flood Insurance Reform: 
· Background: FEMA's Risk Rating 2.0 takes a one-size-fits-all approach that does not work for a state with Louisiana's flood risk. It starts pricing at the state level, so Shreveport and Cameron share the same base risk even though one sits nowhere near a flood zone and the other sits on the Gulf. It ignores the billions of dollars all levels of government have invested in Louisiana in flood protection since Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Rates are rising 18 percent a year, every year, with no cap and no way to appeal. Flood insurance costs are pricing workers out of the communities that need them most, and Louisiana cannot keep supplying the nation's energy, seafood, and ships if the people who do that work can no longer afford to live here.
· Request: Ask the Administration to direct FEMA to immediately revert Louisiana's flood insurance pricing from Risk Rating 2.0 back to the legacy rating method, giving Louisiana time to transition to a private flood insurance market on its own. FEMA created Risk Rating 2.0 on its own authority, without direction from Congress, so it can reverse it the same way, immediately, without Louisiana waiting years on a legislative fix that may never come.

3. Workforce Development:
· Background: The Bayou Region's energy, defense, and maritime industries only work if there is a trained workforce ready to fill the jobs they create. Fletcher Technical Community College and Nicholls State University are already training the workers our industries need, from offshore safety certifications to maritime licensing to skilled trades. These institutions are proving the model works, but they cannot meet growing industry demand without the resources to expand.
· Request: Support federal funding requests that help our region's technical colleges and universities recruit and train the workforce our energy and defense industries depend on. Without workers, we cannot sustain the businesses that support the industries that matter most to the nation: energy, defense, and maritime. Continue support for workforce development efforts such as the $1 million appropriation for the Commercial Diving Center of Excellence at South Louisiana Community College."
· Two Fletcher requests remain in process: $1,732,500 for robotic welding training (requested by Congressman Higgins) and $1,500,000 for aviation maintenance training (requested by Senator Cassidy). Both cleared the House Appropriations Committee in June, but the Senate has not yet marked up its FY2027 Labor-HHS bill. The government is currently operating under a continuing resolution through December 11. We're asking that both items continue moving forward in the process.


Additional Requests:
· Early Head Start (Lafourche Parish): Lafourche Parish has operated a successful Head Start program since 1991, but there is no comparable federal program serving pregnant women, infants, and toddlers. More than 1,658 children under age five live in poverty in the parish, and six of nine council districts remain child-care deserts. This is a workforce issue too: unreliable childcare costs Louisiana employers an estimated $760 million a year in absences and turnover. Lafourche cannot even apply for Early Head Start funding because current federal service areas don't include the Parish. We're asking Congress to help create a clear pathway, through a future funding opportunity, dedicated expansion funding, or a lawful service-area change, for Lafourche Parish to compete. Contact: Deanna Lafont, lafonddd@lafourchgov.org, 985.688.4662. 

· Morganza Action Coalition: Urge passage of all appropriations measures this year, including the full $245 million CPRA requested for the GIWW flood gates. The House included $162 million; the Senate has an opportunity to fund the rest. Also urge passage of the WRDA reauthorization with reforms to speed up project delivery, now that both the House and Senate committees have reported their measures out of committee with little time left on the calendar. Contact: Henri Boulet, henri.boulet@nicholls.edu, 985.258.1399 

· Atchafalaya River Coastal Hub (ARCH) — Morgan City, Louisiana: St. Mary Excel, Inc. in partnership with the St. Mary Levee District and AIC, is developing the Atchafalaya River Coastal Hub, a coastal resilience facility on the Morgan City riverfront. The strategic plan was completed in August 2025 with more than thirty partner organizations, and a locally funded preliminary engineering report underway now will make the project shovel-ready this winter. Total project cost is estimated at $12,750,000. We're asking the delegation to recognize the Atchafalaya at the federal level by supporting ARCH, work with CPRA on funding the ARCH building, and restore a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers presence in Morgan City, housed within ARCH, restoring the branch office the Corps maintained since the 1940s. Contact: Monica L. Mancuso, Ph.D., info@stmaryexcel.com, 985.518.2009.





Contact Information:
Lori LeBlanc
COLAB, Director of Industry Relations
lori@bayouregion.com, o: 985.448.4485, c: 985.209.7932
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